


Tor: Appleton and project architect Ken Mineau reworked
the entrance to the Stonehouse restaurant and the Plow & An-
gel bar and restaurant just below and created a new terrace,
at right, with “radiant heating and a fireplace and great ocean
and mountain views,” notes Appleton. ABovE: Patio dining.

RiguT: The 1825 Adobe is the oldest building at the ranch and
a California historic landmark. “We very gingerly made some
minor repairs and did some structural work,” Appleton says.
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continued from page 70
Appleton. Appleton, whose
grandparents commissioned
architect George Washington
Smith to build one of the fin-
est Spanish Colonial Revival
houses in Santa Barbara and
who has fond memories of
dining at the ranch as a boy,
has made the restoration and
construction of period revival
residences in California and
elsewhere the cornerstone of
his career. When he was ap-
proached by Warner, he ar-
ticulated two key concepts.
“I said that I felt a successful
project would be one where
those familiar with the ranch
would come back and be a little
confused as to what was new
and what was old. The second
thing was that I felt this was
more of a landscape project,
almost, than an architectural
one. Because I think what
guests at the ranch come away
continued on page 74

“What guests at the ranch
come away with 1s this
marvelous setting with the
gardens and trees.”




Hotels

continued from page 72
with is this marvelous setting
with the gardens and trees.”

At the same time, the archi-
tect harbored no illusions re-
garding the scope of the job:
“There isn’t a single building
that wasn’t totally restored or,
in some cases, rebuilt entirely.”
He is quick to credit Warner’s
commitment to the project.
“It’s rare that a client as busy
as he is gives the time to cham-
pion such high quality or be-
comes as personally involved
in the details as he did.”

The cottages scattered
around the property (two
were added, for a total of 41)
were taken down to the studs
and “brought into the same
mode” of the classic Califor-

“We preserved the architectural fea-
tures of the cottages,” Appleton
remarks. ABOVE: Lilac, a one-bed-
room cottage. “The garden was

a constant element of almost every-
thing,” says the architect, who col-
laborated with landscape consultants
Laurie Lewis, Sally Paul and James
Hyatt on the renovation. RigHT:

A fireplace warms Willow Cottage.

nia ranch house, with board-
and-batten siding and pitched
shingle roofs. To make them
more private and intimate,
Appleton designed entrance
courtyards and enlarged pa-
tios. Amenities like spas and
indoor-outdoor showers were
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installed, but not at the expense
of character. The footprints
of the bungalows were main-
tained, and their homey hall-
marks (exposed beams, stone
fireplaces) still enchant.

The ranch’s two restaurants
were given a new kitchen, and

the sandstone structure that
houses them was refreshed.
Appleton replaced its old wood
deck with a stone terrace that
matches the building’s exterior
and takes full advantage of the
ranch’s ocean and mountain

continued on page 76
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ABOVE LEFT: A bedroom of the restored Kennedy Cottage, where
Jacqueline and John Kennedy honeymooned in 1953. ABOVE RIGHT:
A clawfoot tub in Eucalyptus Cottage. All of the cottages were
outfitted with new bath fixtures and tile. Some also offer indoor-
outdoor showers. LEFT: The new Laurel Cottage has a creekside
terrace with a spa. “We redesigned the roadway and the landscaping,
so there’s an increased sense of privacy,” says Appleton.

continued from page 74

views. Under the terrace he
put in a private dining room
styled after a wine cave, and
under the dining room he in-
stalled a 5,000-bottle wine cel-
lar. The historic ranch houses
that function, respectively, as
the reception area and a sec-
ond private dining room were
invisibly restored.

As Appleton intended, it’s
the improvements to the
grounds that you notice first
and last. Now you make the
turn off San Ysidro Lane onto
a gravel drive that winds below
a dreamy canopy of gnarled
olive trees underplanted with
drifts of lavender. “It was part
of our concept that we were
reminding you of the agricul-
tural beginnings of the ranch,”

he explains. With the assistance
of landscape consultants Lau-
rie Lewis, Sally Paul and James
Hyatt, he expanded the prop-
erty’s citrus groves and herb and
vegetable gardens and enhanced
the central garden with a new
lily pond and rose arbor. War-
ner selected oaks and peppers
to supplement existing speci-
mens, and the premises have
been replanted with highly fra-
grant perennials. Surely Cali-
fornia’s agrarian past was never
this pretty—but then, mythol-
ogizing the state’s history is as
old as the state itself. (]

San Ysidro Ranch

800-368-6788
www.sanysidroranch.com





